
Upcoming Advent & Christmas Schedule 
 

December 2    Advent Soup & Sandwich meal 5:30-6:45pm   
   followed by a Prayer Service at 7:00pm 
 
December 5    Secret Pal Breakfast - 8:30am 
 
December 6   3rd Sunday of Advent 

 Advent Tea - 3:00pm 
 

December 9    Advent Soup & Sandwich meal 5:30-6:30pm   
   followed by Caroling at Greenleaf at 7:00pm 
   (meet at church to carpool at 6:30pm) 
 
December 13    4th Sunday of Advent 
 
December 16   Las Posadas – 7:00pm 
   (Journey of Mary & Joseph - Dress Warmly) 
 
December 19   Children’s Christmas Program 4:00pm 
 
December 20   Christmas Cantata 

 SUPPLY Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
 Congregational Luncheon to Welcome New Members 

 
December 24    Christmas Eve 
   Family/Children worship with puppets -5:00pm 
   Candlelight & Communion - 7:00pm 
   Christmas Special Music - 10:30pm 
   Candlelight & Communion - 11:00pm 
December 25  
   Christmas Morning Worship with Communion 10:00am 
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Where everybody is somebody and Jesus Christ is Lord! 



The Nominating Committee has presented this slate of nominees for the  
2010 Congregational Meeting. 

 
Congregational Council 
 President - Sandy Niemiera - 1 year term 
 Vice President - Bob Clark - 1 year term 
 Secretary - Laurena Beckett - 1 year term 
 Members at Large - 2 year term 
  David Thomas 
  Amy Beaugard 
  Debbie Countryman 
 Member at Large - 1 year term 
  Rick Stach 
 
Mission Endowment Fund Trustees - 3 year term 
  Shireen Behzadi 
  Dan Kloepfer 
 
Mission Endowment Fund Trustee - 2 year term 
  Scott Bovaird 

 
The council is still working on nominees for the Nominating Committee.  

 
 Please come to the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 17th -  
immediately following the 11am worship. Childcare will be provided. 

 
New Life for New Life 

The November Celebration of the Present brought a conclusion to 
the Discovery segment of our New Life for New Life journey.   The 
conference's objectives were to build a community through prayful 
reflection and sharing to identify key trends that are and will shape 
the future of our church as well as key strengths of New Life to 
build upon.  We continue to ask the question: "What is God calling 
us to be and to do?".  The attendees formed teams or tables that 
participated in this celebration providing a wealth of input and 

sharing their thoughts throughout the process.  The Vision Team will now review 
and summarize the information and provide a report to the Council and Congrega-
tion in December.  Many thanks go out to those who assisted with the Celebration 
from the Kitchen and Food support team, Youth Choir, Audio & Video Team, and 
Table Leaders. 
So what is next?  The Journey now proceeds into the Discerning phase.  A Vision 
Panel will be formed in the next few weeks to engage in study and prayer to draft 
a Guiding vision for New Life.  This will be a very important group of members and 
we ask everyone for prayerful consideration as we look to assemble this 
panel.  The Vision Team will develop a process of prayer and study to prepare 
New Life for discerning our future direction.  The process will include bible study 
groups and a possible congregational retreat. 
 Be sure to check out the Journey wall in the back of the Sanctuary.  As our  
Journey progresses, event markers will appear providing all with a reminder of 
things accomplished. 



Advent:  Sharing our Gifts 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and Come. 

 
Advent is a time of waiting for Christ to be with us once 
again.  It is also a time of year we think a lot about Gifts.   
Here at New Life, Advent began  Sunday, November 
22. 
 Our theme is “Sharing our Gifts” and many opportunities 

will help you take full advantage of the Season of Advent. 
 
 
 Sharing the Gift of Faith:  Advent Devotions will be available beginning 
in November for you and your family to use throughout the Advent Season.  
Many people at New Life have shared the gift of their faith for this devotional. 
 
 Sharing the Gift of Community:  On Wednesday, November 25, 
we will meet here at New Life and then head over to Glad Tidings Baptist Church 
for the Community Thanksgiving Service.  Our community shares many         
challenges; it will be good to gather together and give thanks for the many   
blessings we share together as well. 
 

Sharing the Gift of Prayer:  On Wednesday, December 2 there will 
be a short prayer service from 7:00 -7:30 p.m.  This service is for children      
especially; the Possibilities Choir will be there and everyone will be invited to 
share, through pictures, what they will be praying for this Advent. A light meal 
will be served from 5:30-6:45pm prior to the prayer service. 

 
 Sharing the Gift of Music: On Wednesday, December 9, we will go 
caroling as a congregation to Greenleaf over on Boughton.  We’ll visit three     
different buildings and bring the joy of Christmas to others through song.  We’ll 
even be singing to some of our very own members! A light meal will be served 
from 5:30-6:30pm prior to caroling. 
 
 Sharing the Gift of Hospitality: On Wednesday, December 16,  
we will once again share Las Posadas with Santa Cruz Lutheran Church in Joliet.  
Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00pm to walk around the neighborhood, singing 
and looking for a place to stay (just like Mary and Joseph) and then come back 
for warmth, good food, and fun. 

 
Through the Holy Spirit, we are able to share gifts upon gifts with one 

another.  The Holy Spirit is Christ’s presence on Earth, reminding us that God has 
never abandoned God’s people.   But still in Advent we wait for Christ to come 
again, as he promised, to bring all of creation into the fullness of the Reign of 
God. 

 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and Come!  Amen. 

 
 



Pastor’s Message 
How does the world’s richest nation have 4 million more hungry people than last 
year? 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture released a report in the middle of November 
that revealed a significant increase in the number of hungry U.S. households.  It 
says that in 2008, 17 million households, or about 49 million people had trouble 
putting enough food on the table throughout the year. 
 
I know there’s lots of reasons for world hunger: droughts, El Nino, world food 
prices skyrocketing, workable fields filled with landmines, less rainfall due to cli-
mate change, corrupt governments, unjust systems of distribution, wastefulness 
by rich countries. 
 
I know there’s shameful waste at my house.  I regularly throw away rotten cel-
ery or lettuce, sometimes sour milk gets poured down the drain and moldy  
leftovers get tossed, tupperware and all.  I hate doing it, but usually I don’t hate 
it enough to radically change the way we use and waste food. 
 
One week I did.  I spent a week at a camp in Wisconsin where after every meal, 
all the plate waste was put into a bucket and weighed.  The first night, Sunday, 
was the worst.  I remember the bucket overflowing.  For the next 5 days, the 
challenge became to get zero food waste.  There was no prize, just the chal-
lenge of not  
wasting food.  By Friday the camp had drastically reduced its waste—there was 
still a little in the bucket, but by golly, we basically only ate what we took to eat. 
 
I’m not sure when I stopped feeling motivated to reach zero food waste—if it 
was the second meal after I got home from camp or the first.  But eventually 
that fire died and its embers flare up from time to time.  But I bet if I was back 
at that camp, I’d be fired up to do it again because I wouldn’t be alone.  What 
gets done in community often is very hard to accomplish on our own. 
 
Whether it is our Visioning Process, New Life for New Life, our outreach to new 
and prospective members, our care of families through meals and tutoring, our 
gift of music in the band and choir, our giving of treasure and time, our teaching 
in Sunday School and VBS, our fun with SUPPLY, J.A.B. and elementary school 
youth—we can’t do any of this on our own.  But as a community in Christ, as 
New Lifers—wow!  What ministry and mission is pouring forth.  And the question 
before us is—what else is God calling us to do as we participate in God’s mis-
sion?  There’s still hungry people—in fact, there’s more.  And that’s not all. 
What is God’s calling for us? 
Together, we will hear it.  By golly. 
 
With much thanksgiving to be a pastor among this community, 
Pastor Rakel 
 
p.s.  if anyone can tell me where “by golly” comes from—I’ll treat you to lunch! 



ATTENTION MUSICALLY TALENTED MEMBERS 
The Christmas season is fast approaching and time to think about the 10:30pm 
Christmas Eve Concert. All musically talented members are encouraged to partici-
pate in this concert. If your talent is singing or playing a musical instrument and 
you would like to take part in the concert, please contact Roland Johnson at 815-
886-2175 or rolflo7@comcast.net or the church office. 

 
SECRET PAL BREAKFAST 

The breakfast is Saturday, December 5th at 8;30am 
in the Fellowship hall. If any of our sisters in Christ 
would like to participate or just join us for this fun 
event, please bring a $7.000 wrapped gift and your 
appetite. This is a great opportunity for our newer 
members to meet other women in our church fam-
ily. This year’s cooks are Shireen Behzadi, Shirlee 
Pergler, Elaine Herzog and Gayle Sieder. Prayers: 
Rose Nickles and Gretchen Stapp to set tables.  
 

 
 

Mitten/Sock Tree 
The tree will be placed in the narthex by   

Sunday, November 22nd. 
Besides mittens and socks please add these items to the 
branches: children’s  underwear & tights, scarves, hats/

caps and gloves. We will collect them until  December 15th 
and then deliver all to Operation Christmas here in town 

 
 

 
 
 

ADOPT - A - FAMILY 
New Life has been involved for several years with 
the Operation Christmas Adopt-A-Family program. 
Please see Ms. June in the office if you are inter-
ested in providing a gift for a family member this 
year.  

Help put a smile on a local family this 
Christmas. 

 
  



J A B  Fundraiser 
HOLIDAY PHOTO GREETING CARDS 

  
This year, JAB will be raising funds by selling professional holiday photo greeting 
cards. 
Photos will be taken at church on Wed., Dec.2nd from 5:30pm-7pm and from 
7:45pm-9pm. 
There will be various cards from which to choose and your own  
personal greeting. 
The cost is $25.00 for 20 photo cards and envelopes.  Additional sets of 20 cards 
and envelopes are available for $18.00 per set. 
You will be able to view your photo on Dec. 2nd and your cards will be ready for 
pick up on Sunday, Dec. 6th in the Narthex. 
  
JAB will be most appreciative if have a beautiful photo taken of you and/or your 
family to share your holiday greetings with your family and friends. 
  
How easy is that??? 
  
Please call Amy Beaugard (630) 759-5064 with any questions. 
There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex with some sample photo cards that are 
available. 

 
JAB  Father (or other male adult)/ Son Basketball Game- 

FIFTH GRADE INVITED!!!! 
 JAB is sponsoring a basketball game between fathers and sons on Sunday, De-
cember 27 from 6:30pm-8pm.  JAB is also inviting the 5th grade boys to join in 
this event! 
All 5th, 6th,7th, and 8th grade young men are encouraged to come and compete 
against their dads (or any other male adult ) in the Fellowship Hall for our first 
annual JAB basketball game. 
This is a no frills, good ole' b-ball game to share some fun and fellowship and also 
to invite the 5 grade boys to get a chance to join in with the middle school youth 
group. 
There will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex in December. 
Please contact Amy Beaugard with questions.   (630) 759-5064 

 
JAB - Thank You! 

 
Thanks to Treena Nowicki-Goff and Kim Cooper and Amy Beaugard who joined 
the caravan to bring 13 VERY excited JABBERS to NIU on November 6-7th for a 
Middle School Lock-in.  Our youth participated in an all night frenzy of fellowship, 
worship, song, and fun with hundreds of youth from our synod. 
 
Thanks again to Pastor Diane Dardon and the Lutheran Campus Ministry staff for 
their fun, food, felllowship and hospitality! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pancake Breakfast Hosted by S.U.P.P.L.Y  

 
Sunday December 20th in between services come join us for pancakes.  

Money raised will be going to our high school youth summer trip. 
Thrivent will be matching funds raised.  

 
    Sunday School Christmas Program 
 

It will be on Saturday, December 19th at 4pm followed by cookies and beverages 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Practice will be on the SAME  day between 1:45 to 
3:25pm.  A memo will be sent home as to what each child needs to wear and the 
time needed to be here.  We are also asking that the children each bring in a 
non-perishable food item(all are being donated to our local food pantry). Do NOT 
wrap it. 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
 Shoebox Christmas 

 
A Huge Thank YOU to everyone that participated in Op-
eration Christmas Child this year.  104 boxes were filled 
with love to share the joy of Christmas and God’s Grace 
with the children of the world! 
 

 
Advent Tea 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Advent Tea.  We hope that the music, 
program and fellowship got your Christmas season started with the right  
perspective.  You all have unique gifts that you bring to your family, your church 
and your community.  We hope that you will share them throughout the New 
Year.    We especially wanted to thank all the people who helped make this event 
possible by sharing their time, talents and ideas:  Committee Members, Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts, Speakers, Singers, Musicians, Staff who set up sound 
equipment, and Office Staff.  We look forward to working with you again at next 
year’s tea! 



Please sign up for February Disaster Response Trip  
By December 13th.   The trip is from Feb 6 - 13, 2010.  

 
Pastor Paul will be leading our group down to Ocean Springs, MS this February.  
 
The group will be in need of a van for the trip - if you are willing to lend them your 
van please contact the church office. 
 
Total cost of the trip is $125 per missionary.  A deposit of $25 per missionary is 
due as soon as possible.  Please do not use any previous forms - everything must 
be done online this year.   
 
Please sign up on the sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall no later than December 
13th - you will be contacted with further information.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

We received a Thank You from St. Paul Lutheran Church in Portland,  
Oregon for a Memorial donation of $190 in memory of Tricia Larsen.  
 
 
We received notification from St. James Lutheran Church of Belle Fourche, 
South Dakota that members of their church have signed up to pray for us 
for the next three years - until the next youth gathering.  

 
 



Up-coming L.O.M.C.  Retreat dates for the following: 
 
Grades 3-6  Advent  December 4-5(overnight) 2009 
   Leave church at 5:15p and return Saturday around 4:30pm 
   Cost: $58.00 (includes lodging, 2 meals & snacks) 
Grades 3-6  Epiphany January 15-16, 2010 - same as above 
 
Grades 6-8  Epiphany January 8-10(weekend) 2010 
 Alternate one for Jr. High is March 12-14(week-end) 2010 
These both are $101.00 – leaving church at 5pm & returning Sunday around 3pm 
 
More info will be coming home as dates get closer.  Ms June 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to the votes from all of our supporters, LOMC has won a $20,000 office 
makeover in the RK Dixon Make My Non-Profit Run Better grant competition. Lu-
theran Outdoor Ministry Center in Oregon Ill is our churches camping facilities for 
the Northern Illinois Synod. Members of New Life as well as folks throughout the 
world did the computer voting process to enable LOMC to win this opportunity for a 
new office makeover. To see press releases and video concerning the competition, 
visit RK Dixon's web site. Thanks again for all of your support and don't forget to 
check out our web site at www.lomc.org for opportunities for you to enjoy our  
facility.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Corner 
======================== 

Seeking to provide care and compassion to our congregation, our community and the world 
around us.  The Care Team is an expression of faith: a response to God’s new  

commandment in John 13:34-35,  
“As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”    

 
CARENOTES 
Christmas themed booklets are now available on the kiosk in the back of the sanc-
tuary.  Stop by to check out these resources for adults, teens and kids. 
 
HARVEST SUNDAY: 
The spirit of giving and beautiful weather combined to make the Woodridge Com-
munity Pantry’s Harvest Sunday on Nov. 7 & 8 a spectacular success.  We would 
like to thank all of the volunteers for their time and effort.   With their generous 
help, the Woodridge Community Pantry collected more than 2,500 pounds of food 
in Woodridge and raised $3,500 to date. 
The Woodridge Community Pantry serves over 4,000 local residents per month and 
provides free school breakfasts for 882 students every school day throughout the 
year.  Forty percent of the families served are from Bolingbrook. 
 
BLOOD DRIVE:  Thank you to those you were able to give an early Christmas pre-
sent to others by donating blood.  Save the date for the first blood drive in the New 
Year on Sunday, January 24. 
 
THANKSGIVING BASKETS:    Once again, our congregation has showed their 
generous nature by coming together to donate enough food for 15 families this 
Thanksgiving.  It’s always amazing what we can accomplish, even in these tough 
times, by everyone doing a little part.  Thank you for your sharing. 
 
FRIENDS IN FAITH: 
Are you or a friend within the congregation in need of the caring presence of a 
friend?  We have volunteers who can listen, encourage, and show God’s love in 
wherever your life’s journey has taken you.   Your information and visits will be con-
fidential.  If you are interested in having a Friend in Faith, please call Traci 
Baumgartner 630-679-9906 or the church office. 
 
FOOD PANTY:  No toy catalog or Christmas list is needed.  Just an extra can, box 
or container of food would help to make someone’s Christmas merry at the Dupage 
Township Food Pantry in Romeoville.  The items can be dropped off in the shopping 
cart in the narthex.  Remember, food items must be unopened and unexpired. 
 



CARING FOR GOD’S CREATION AND YOU 
These days, you may find your mailbox stuffed with holiday catalogs that you’ve 
never ordered from or don’t shop anymore.  Save some trees by getting off their 
mailing lists; not to mention less temptation for impulse purchases J Go to 
www.catalogchoice.org  and limit the number you receive.  And don’t forget, after 
you are done with the ones you do want to get, recycle them in the paper bin at 
church.  Reduce, Recycle, Reuse. 
 

 
Please use the coupon above at any Jewel - Osco on 12/14,15 or 
16 to help raise money for the Woodridge Community Pantry - 

40% of those helped are from Bolingbrook. 
 
 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Sunday, December 20, 7:00pm 

The Episcopal Church of St. Benedict, 909 Lily Cache Lane 
 
Do you know someone, perhaps yourself, for whom the season of Christmas is 
more a time of struggle or heartache than a time of celebration?  There is a con-
stant refrain that fills our malls, churches, radio, and TV about the happiness of the 
Christmas season, yet it is important to recognize that Christmas often reminds 
people of what they have lost or never had. The anguish of broken relationships, 
the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation, 
the loss of a family member, the loss of a beloved family pet--all these can contrib-
ute to a feeling of being *blue*, depressed, or discouraged at a time when it seems 
as if the world around us is celebrating.  Come offer your brokenness or loss before 
God and also receive the hope of the Christmas season through scripture, music, 
and prayer stations. 

 



OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
Plan on attending the Las Posadas walk on here at church on Wednesday,  
December 16th.  We will meet in the Fellowship hall at 7:00 P.M.  We join with a 
Santa Cruz Lutheran Church from Joliet and walk in the shoes of Mary and Joseph 
looking for a place to stay, a place for Jesus to be born.  It is lots of fun, and 
food is provided. 
 
Please plan on attending a welcoming reception for the New Members of our 
church.  A luncheon will be held on Sunday December 20th at Noon.   
Immediately following the 11:00 A.M. worship service. 
 
The Outreach committee has some opportunities that you may want to consider. 
 
We are looking for Greeters for Sunday morning worship services.  It is an excellent 
way to meet people and make people feel welcome to our church.  Contact Cathy 
Hess if you want to be a Greeter. 
 
Another opportunity is to make bread to be delivered to first time visitors. 
 
Should you abilities lie in this area, we would also welcome additional people to visit 
first time visitors and deliver the bread. 
 
Also, remember to continue to wear your Name Tags.  Thank you for doing so. 
 
The Outreach Committee 
 

 
 

Congratulations Confirmands 
 
 

 Amber Nicole Davis   Lacey Elisabeth Hopper 
  
 Anthony John DiNovo  Shannon Rae Karas 
  
 Anna Victoria French   Scott Alan Krabbenhoft 
  
 Makayla Marie Hess   Troy Mitchell Krabbenhoft 
  
 Brianna Deridea Holmes  Justin Joseph Mackie 
        
 Kristen Emily Schorsch 

 
Special thanks to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for the Wall Crosses that were  

presented to our 2009 Confirmands. 



 

December Anniversaries 
        

 

     
     3rd  Mike & Sally Martin 

   12th  Jennifer & Mike Kenney 
   Fred & Colleen Mills   
       19th  Frank & Jean Crawford 
   Debbi & Blaine Johnston 
   27th  Joe & Abby Moles 
       30th  Scott & Bonnie Bovaird   

 
 

  If you do not see your name &  
date here please let the church office know.  Thanks 

 

Please keep these and all servicemen 
& women in your prayers. 

 
 
Dalese White, Jamine White’s sister 
Care packages and cards can be sent to: 
SPC Dalese White 
ACO 325 BSB HQ - 3IBC725id 
COB Spelcher 
APO AE 09393 
Please keep Dalese and her family in your prayers. 
 
 

Please contact the office with information on your loved one  
that is serving in the military.  


